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Cinderella – an economics pantomime for the modern era

Cast list:

Cinderella



The UK economy 
Cinder’s father


UK businesses

Wicked Stepmother

UK banks and The Finance Sector

Ugly sisters



Eurozone crisis and Expensive imports

Philip Scurve, 

the sisters’ boyfriend
Rising unemployment

Fairy Godmother


Supply side fiscal policy

Buttons



Demand side fiscal policy 
Prince Charming


Quantitative Easing

Mice in the cellar


Consumer spending

Flowers in the garden

Base rate

The story so far……
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Once upon a time there was an economy called Cinderella. Cinderella, a beautiful, healthy and growing economy had been very happy until her mother died at the end of the NICE decade. Her father, called Baron Hardup, had been a successful merchant and made a lot of money from building and selling houses, but he had borrowed so much that, after his wife died and he became depressed he couldn’t afford to repay his bank loans. He was unhappy and couldn’t cope on his own and soon remarried. But his new wife, the Wicked Stepmother, was a greedy woman who took all she could get of the Baron’s money, especially the fortune he had made from rises in house prices. Even worse, the Wicked Stepmother had two other daughters who came to live with the new family and were cruel to Cinderella, hurting and pinching her whenever they could and making her live in the cellar. There was no heating in the cellar because the prices of fuel had risen so high that her Stepmother refused to pay for heating in Cinder’s part of the house.
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All Cinder’s neighbours and friends, like the mice in the cellar and the plants and flowers in the garden, tried hard to help her but were powerless in the face of the Wicked Stepmother and the Ugly Sisters. She desperately needed the help of some friends. One night, while all her new family were out at a glittering Recession Survivors’ Ball being held at the most expensive hotel in London, she sat weeping by 
the cold empty fireplace – when suddenly, in a burst of glitter and stars, three gorgeous figures appeared in front of her. They were her long-lost Fairy Godmother, who had been cut from our story by the new austerity measures, Buttons and Prince Charming – and they said they had come to save her.

What can each of the three do to help Cinderella escape from her troubles?

What will the success of their help depend on? You may introduce any other characters here that you think will help in the story
Please write a script in which the Fairy Godmother, Buttons and Prince Charming each describe their plans to Cinderella, and she questions them about how likely their plans are to succeed in the aim of helping her to escape and to return to growth, wealth, health and beauty. At the end of the story, Cinderella is to decide which of the plans she thinks will work best so that she can live happily ever after. 
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