Economics and Business Studies Department
Economics and Business Studies are offered as two separate A levels at City of London Freemen’s School, both through the AQA examination board. Roughly 35 – 40% of students in the Lower Sixth opt to take one of the subjects at AS level, with at least 90% continuing to complete the full A level course. Last year over 50% of those who had taken one of these two subjects went on to study Economics, Business Management or a related subject at university. Analysis of results, provided by AQA, shows that results at both AS and A2 are well ahead not only of the average for all AQA centres, but also of ‘other similar centres’. The department regularly attracts a number of very talented students, who have entered Cambridge to study Economics or Oxford to study Economics and History or PPE, as well as LSE, UCL, Warwick and many other top universities.
This is a very busy department. Students’ enthusiasm and intellectual curiosity about these fascinating subjects is stimulated by a very lively and topical approach to teaching, using the current news as far as possible to illustrate the theory in the specification, so that materials are continually updated. There is a wide range of extra-curricular activities which include regular in-house essay competitions in both subjects as well as encouraging students to enter external competitions such as the RES Essay Competition, the Chance to be Chancellor competition and Target 2.0. Business students take the role of ‘Dragons’ for new and developing Young Enterprise companies in the school, and different groups visit the car plants of Jaguar and Mini, the Brands Museum, the Bank of England, Lloyds of London, Chelsea Football Club and the Olympic Park. In addition students are given the opportunity to hear a very wide range of speakers at the LSE as well as at other nearby schools, and a student committee is in the process of setting up their own Business and Economics Speakers and Talks Society – BEST Soc. 
The Department is staffed by one full-time and two part-time teachers. Much of the teaching takes place in the Economics and Business Studies classroom in the Sixth Form teaching area, which is equipped with five computers as well as a digital projector; other lessons are timetabled in adjacent classrooms or multimedia rooms. These facilities provide the opportunity to introduce our enthusiastic students to a new world of business and economics, and to foster a level of understanding about that world which will help them to make sense of the events that surround them. 
